[Idiopathic hemochromatosis: a study of pituitary function in patients and potentially affected relatives (author's transl)].
Anterior pituitary function, particularly the hypothalamus-pituitary gonadal axis, has been investigated in four patients with idiopathic hemochromatosis and in two potentially affected family members (sons) of one patient. All the patients presented a hypogonadotrophic hypogonadism. In one patient there was an associated primary testicular failure. Gonadotropin secretion was intact in the family members. The remaining pituitary functions were usually preserved, except a probable decrease of the glandular reserve of TSH in two patients, and of prolactin in one of them.